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A DIFFERENT WAT OF LOOKING AT TOUR BBC MICRO 



HELLO AGAIN! ,ffe 

A smile «ru( a song... ByteBnck has wade It to Issue 9!! X^J? 






■y.YMSl 



to everyone ■■ 



th 



iff neck whilst 
Itre section Hi Hi! Iss8. 

t's one of those things ibat yon check thor- 
jughly before you print off 70 of the 
jSoomin 1 liungs-and it still gw^s wrong! 
; longer than 1 hoped to distribute 
we. Oh well, we press on. 

of work! peace. 



timed ti 



i of ban 



wASb 



implet 



th colot 



within. Havin; 
entiyrelocated our company (that whicl 
m a partner in and that which demand 
many hours of my day) ti>a new offlc 
it, we ate fortunate to be next door b 
ompany run by a very nice man, whi 
s a very nice photocopying machine 
d he lets me use it whenever I want! Nov 




noney. I hope this keeps you happyl 
In IssS I mentioned there would be an 

RtnxI'Ji-fjnn tn using View. You should !nc 
m A5 Supplement flyet Inside I] 



Will: U'.i ViCK 



llicreoo. 



will b. 



irticle. Already in Hie piorlinc 
History in the making" series 
aloguing m 



s, fro 



ithe, 



the Archimedes (from A to M) 

Almul in I mediately I luvi- ln-i-:i offered 
a possible solution i'jit least a "try this first") 
to Mr Truelcrve's problems with his Bceb in 
the last issue. Bernard Beeston contacted 
mi- not longer than one day after he received 
his IssS and iccalleda similar problem that 
was listed in a past issue of Beebug. The sug- 
gestions included removing the short linking 
ribbon cable that connects the keyboard to 



them 






'Wplllgsill 



It's important to mention that removing 

jji.ui.iu b the keyboard horn the Heeh stops It booting 

uplained, you 1 upasnormalbtsrausethekeyboardtircuiuy 

be getting ™ is 'kef (no pun intended) to the operation 

inch, if not i of the fk-cb; more than just an input device. 



Hello Again!... 


I'm always open to correction! In fact, why 






of diminishing Beeb activity on power up. 


Although there is hardly a single games 


Anybody sel up an Econet network since 


software supplier left for the BBC, Superior 




Sot'- , ,..ii'-. Nil til it- .uld suppllerwt uime of 


estlng io find out the kind of computer 


lhfgii.:t'M ■ las'.ic' l.'iTiic Ik-cb. pave oi'.oe.vii 


'setups' that you have installed at home. 


quantities of their software collections to 


In an earlier issue 1 mentioned the method 


become .iv.iiiaKclhio„gb Chi is Richardson 


used in putting together each Ish at BB, 


at 8-Bit Software. Prices are very reasonable, 


including the use (ma|or use) of Apple Mac 


starting at £6 for a BBC tape, £8 for a BBC 


computers, a scanner and laser printer when 


Master S* disc and £1 for UK- discs. These 


prod in ■ tih each little nuggel. The hours of 


are for collections known as "Play it again 


collating have reduced somewhat since 


Sam..," which incorporate a selection ot 4 


taking on this new format. 


or S of Superior's finest games Into one 


Since beginning BB, 1 have been privi- 


package. Contacl Chris at: "Superior Carries 


leged to see inside a couple o! members' 


Offer", 8BS, 17 1 ainbert Park Road, Hedon, 


"offices", one of which Is shown below. 


Hull, East Vorkshire HIJ12 8HF. 


1 knowthat my home office ;:iol the main 


Incidently, if you haven't ahead.' expe- 


office, the "hobbies corner") is full of all 


rienced 8-Bif Software's monthly disc, 1 can 


sorts of 80's technology, alongside the latest 


strongly recommend it. Send anSAE to the 


equipment; a BBC B, Master, Daisy Wheel 


above xluii-ss anil prepare to bi be impressed! 


printer, disc drives, blah blah. One member 


After my poor efforts ol last year, trying 


of 111! has a great setup, tucked away in a 


to gel a Christmas issue of ByteBack together. 


shed in the garden -a real retreat. 


am! missing liu- deadline :-.y two weeks (two 
-UIJ1 ■» WEEKS!), 1 am making an 





~~7i 


I «"«",' 


by ByteBack 


Speaking of Gremlins (which we were), „ ye, 
afewofthose crept into last BB. Please see '5 


""' 


alf(2ye a Bl 


April!) ■ 


the"Ohsodit..."sectionformorede r ail s . ■ 




n n 




Beingonetocatalargeportionofhumble | 
pie, 1 have come clean and allowed Bernard t 




YopJ 




Beeston toput mysquarelyin my position. Ak 









LETTERS 

Write Baek to ByteBaeld (OK, crap joke, I know...) 



r^¥l 1 was delighted 


my copy of 


this problem does not occur with 'form feed' 
or 'pause between pages'. 


BytcBack awaiting me as 1 ha 


begun to think 


The second problem is a more recent one. 


1 niliil-: iieve"srv i.rol'i.T . hi 


and thai would 


Sometimes (usual lyli when 1 start to print out 


have been a blow, it hardly 


seems possible 


a lettetfrom IWor so-net hi ux ( usual. y witli 


that it is 16 months si mi- it 


e first Issue but 


'marked text' eg my addtess] using my Juki 


In that time 1 have becom 


addicted. 1 do 


daisywheel printer the first session this problem 


appreciate the work entalle 


in putting til! 


doesn't seem to recur: do you know what's 


(ogeiher. M.iny years .ago, after my husband 


happening and why and what to do about it? 


Jin!. 1 tnow.is Mil emplovet 


and know whal 


The third problem: when I turn on my 


a hard grind it can be. Alt 


ough it had a 


Beeb sometimes the 0/2 disc drive makes a 


certain satisfaction that ! ne 


™ quite felt in 


horrible noise - why? For some strange reason 


a 9-5 job. 




1 get fhe horrible feeling thai Boeh's getting 


Have you considered 


making BB a 


close to the great chip yard in the sky - 1 


quarterly publication' It ci 




wonder why?!? 


issue. Whatever you decide! 


do please don't 


Sue ShavrcnxB, BB034 


withdraw it altogether. 
Dora Goatiey, BB021 




1 _"| I am trying to obtain a good com- 
1 — 1 munications setup for my BBC 


1 _"| Thanks for the 
= 1 ByteBack. I like the 


lew format and 


model B (issue 7). However. 1 am not very 
well informed as to what would constitute 


if it makes it easier tor yn-j t 


prodine. ttleu 


a good system, and would welcome any 


all the better. 1 have a few 


Beeb problems 


advice. 1 have heard that a good modem 


that you in one of 'lie other UK mctnbe-sh'.j) 


to have is the Dowty Quartro SB2422. 1 also 


might be able to solve. 1 have 


used Computer 


require some good communications software, 


Concepts' Inter Wortl for many moons now. 


for example Computer Concepts' terminal 


I discovered quite early on 


that when the 


emulation rom. 1 have sideways :am installed 


printer Uric feed Is set to 'on 


(via the CTRL- 


on my Beeb. 1 would be willing to pay up to 


fS or Main Menu), this setting is not saved 


about £30 fot an autodial modem, (2400 


to disc along with the text 


ile. 1 phoned 


baud or faster), preferably with a REN of 



It] thai the problem was due g 1, a connection lead and good communi 
i abttg in the chip's program and it wasn't ™ cations software. My address is 137 Soutl 
Western Crest ™ t, Parkstom, POOLE, Dorse 
BH14 8P.Z 0202 712978 
Ming bug? It may be worth noting that Jk George Thompson 



to a !>u,n in the chips program and it wasnl ™ < 
going to be updated. Have you or anyone A 
else gol a way round this minor but irrl- I i 



I ■! Thank you fo 



the new look ByteBack 



anything 



cretion when you feel yoi 

other point I would like to n 

of PD Software. If my experi 

to go by they arc a completi 

money and should be treated with iiiv; in airrioii 

instead of the plugging they seem to be getting. 

rfences whilst others are satisfied. 1 wonder? 

Maybe others would like lo comment on thelt 

purchases. 

Bill Thornton, BB014 

Wr", ISIiuikii ti-H-pi'.-iFlriviil him- warn-Ibmi: »r ■ 

say about Qwrcxptw'i.Ci wi'l: !'!'! ^'/i'-,i':' .'.',. 

one bavebeeivery impr^vil with ,1 riiin-ihmiilll 

'.f'cf '",v .'..'"him . :/.|\ til? qtHlltU : . '-jrrl.-T .- ■.,!,.,: 

or better tlian mm ,.■'. r>, ..,■ ., ' . ,i.^. 1/,. 

nr- ,/r.,,v :,' 'ni' 



H 



Canl! 



:w if Wok 



■11 in a Segment 
to call up Spelfcheck KOM and run through 

tin- text Will for editing.' I can't get It to do 

reinad rhen-xt. check il through. Sa'.l-U again, 
change '0 W-, -cnuiLl jnd tl:c:i |>:;:i- it out. 
The latter as Spell won't invoke the printer 



Jink- res ponse'TfycuJ hear »:";iVvil!i>rd Dll-S 
-piggy-back* board using a 1770, I'd be glad 
lo get in touch with owner thereof... 
Terry Heath, BB028 

/fs ebriOttl from the letter-, flfl rece ive? rfcor 
/■wntrr^v. 1 .J.^.'.MifoJ' m,f i.iu\:;ir./\L-; si', lion, 
it /.'.'/v 1 Si'. 1 ■: /."*.?*■<(. Lirii' |":7;- i\ l^iMtl-.s s/1'jYC 
/;.': u/iirriv^. iv.irir. Tl:<' problem /. n.il'-jdy !• 
iLV.''>j_v-' ."i^rr'.H.i'.'v. UinfMCu ?tv, ".'../.■ J, d ^ ^'"'".s 
dl '';<; iimweiit, , i'ki k rlif Bucl, ;.„i- nf rilis wi«' 
ri" <kh)il:-. If ;■<<;< !><>*v >v.'H<-<hir<g to sell, or want 
buy something, please let 



r^Tj Thank you for the "Bubble- 



id the 



When I was a teacher (now retired) I ah 
Usui to ndil ihe following routine at the bt 
nings of programs, to prevent the little 
boys and girls from losing the prograr 
accidentally*??) pressing BR LAK. "Pleas. 
Bradshaw, I was only trying to find 
ARHOW KKVS": -KEY 18 OLOIM RUNIH. I 



I've been given a database KOM lahed 
cStarbase". I've fitted it in my Master 

initialise my disc. The BOM was made by 
; (Cambridge) Ltd who no longer s< 



sancc! Looks as through the Newsletter | to be in business. Is there anyone from 
n't room for wants/sales items or Is it & another galaxy out there who could assist? 



|ust that the number of su 



Brad Bra d.shiw, BBU20 ■ 



MY BBC IS POORLY! ff~i 

Mr Swill* tins suggestions for Seeb Health Improvement! JJGlH 



A * an owner of 3 working Model B's, 2 
I~\.ol them salvaged from radio rallies, 


In my limited experience the following 


IC's have also caused the same or similar 


often with a range of faults, I can sympa- 


problems, 'iimetl rnes being t.iultv, loose in 


thise with the member and his 


their sockets or with dry joints to 1C or 


Caps/Shlft/sound locked-up machine but 


socket If fitted: 


Linr:)it in lately this seems to be a common 


ICJ {a 6532 often in a socket, the 


sympMin caused by a multitude ot faults. 


keyboard port) 


However, he may wish to try the following. 


1CI (a 6S03A In socket, the CPU), a 


Disconnect the macltitie fiom the mains 


different 1C may cute the problem 


Wo" «nv i (iimges arc attempted. 


and the old IC may not work 


An obvious self-help first check is the 


correctly in another machine 


Vju.v.i-: plug-socket c:m Hectors which mav 


IC43 {3 70.04... not a 74LS04, theCPU 


haw developed -nmccniTusioil ar:d,l«]Uhed 


16MHz oscillator) 


high resistance. These include tin key: wan! 


IC7S (a 8271 in socket, the DYS) 


to-PCB link and the various power 




supply-to-PCB push-c.u en unci ton, the wires 


This letter gives no indication of the is-nc 


to the latter are usually only crimped and 


number of the machine or the number of 


contact may tie improved by soldering them. 


add-on boards connected, the latter in the 


Ore should be taken when removing and 


first instance should he IVdKiV'.-.i ;nid the 


replacing these connectors as the PCB lugs 


original IC's, CPU etc, should be returned 


are fairly easy to snap off It equipment and 


to their sockets on the BBC motherboard. 


expertise is available a l"SU lest should show 


This moving of parts around has In some 


+5, -5 and 12 volts on the appropriate PCB 


cases removed the fault which was due to 


lugs, any-thin j less indicating a dirty joint, 


a high resistance |oint somewhere!) 


or (honor of horrors), a faulty l'.SU. 


There ate no doubt some Model B 


Another source of faulty contact is when 


repairers existing but my sad experience 


plug -in [lis have been used; these may first 


from a professional repair (it was a similar 


be slightly loosened by gently inserting a 


fault with a duff 6522) was... it cost an arm 



I a leg, charging around £45 ju 
fimly [iTsvnji rhem humc. A:u;tlici more "£ the bonnet. At a rally a short Hm 
difficult fault to find is where a crack in • saw an Issue 7 BBC with Ml! 
the PCB or a soldered dry joint Iscauslng I monitor, dual 40,80tk drives am 

especially under the Influence ul heat. Jt around £35. ■ 



RANDOM SWIZZ! 

When is a raivlom number not a vandotn number?... 



W" 

V V togt 



lin BBC BASIC, there is the facility 
generate a random number. This 

is useful fur any program that would require 
the element (if ' luck'. Fur example, it's a fal 
lot of good if throwing a dice always 



result 






generated the s 

The BBC can Simula 
the command RND. Usi 

l.Tomlmicadicc,weci 
PRINT INT RND (#/ 

fraction. 

However, as the Random Swizz program 
will demonstrate, the list of numbers 

jiiTKT.L'rd by the RND eommand is not truly 
random: the pattern is sjn.-i.it k and always 
repeats!! 

Random Swizz will draw a scries of coloured 



m the i 



-. IV. '1- 



pattern. Onte 500 lines have bee 
(dictated by line 230), the PROCedi 
again using RND a second time. Ar 

the lines fiilbu/ the first set ant 
of GCOL 3 in line 2<U>, rubs th( 












150 X]X=RNDC1279) 
168 yi%^BNDC10a3) 

178 x2%-rnd<;i279) 

180 r2%=RNDC1023) 
190 XD1%=RND(4)*5 
200 YD15!=fiNDC4)-5 
210 X02X.-RNDC4)*5 
220 Y02K=-RNDC4)"5 
230 FOR Bfc* TO 500 



F X1X+XD1JM.279 X01%— RNDC4)*5 

F Xl*tXDl*<0 XD1X=RNDC4J'5 

F YUttrDlfe-1323 VD1*=-RNDC4>*5 

F Y1S+VDUS.0 VClS=RND<4)-5 

f X2*t-XD2)S<0 XD2* B flNDC_4)*5 

9 YD2*-- RHD(43*5 
a YD2«-fiWJC4J'5 
X1#«X1**XD1* 



8 «!faRND(-SEEr»):REM 1 



MEMORY EDITING #1| 

by Andrew Bennett 



A memory editor can be best described 
i~Yas a poor man's symbolic debugger, as 


text window, adapting itself to fit in. 


To use the program, first RUN the assembly 


most of us uses are con net red wi'h scantling 


source. The ohji-cl code address 'an un- 


out and checking data structures or trying 


changed by altering dest* in PROCsetup. 


to view those elusive variables used in 


This will produce a file called Medlt, 


machine code programs. 


which should be 'LOADed before use. 


They work by providing a display [if a 


To start up the editor, load the X and Y 


number of consecutive locations on the 


registers with the address to to .start from. 


screen, allowing movement between them 


and JSR or CALL the address dest% was set 


and their values to be altered in some way. 


to, S110B if it wasn't changed. 


Clearly this idea suggests that the 


This will, providing the window is big 


programs themselves should not intrude 


enough, produce a display which is very 


too heavily on system resources. And il is 


similar in appearance to *Dump. The numbers 


here that I will go for tin- hard sell and tell 


on the left are the start addresses for each 


yoii why vr.u sl-,Li- L .;.l:r't be usiti;; theorher 


line, following which arc hex values showing 


memory editors. 


the contents of these and the next few bytes. 


In my opinion, their biggest fault is a 


The ASCII equivalent Is on the right, a dot 


consequence of most being ROM resident. 


is used for non-print able characters. One 


They tend to use exactly the same zero page 


of the elements hex values will b; hracketcd. 


lucaUnnsas vt'J. r-ioving the cor'tcr'.:s ;>t:to 


and the cursor positioned on its ASCII 


the stack for safe keeping. So what you see 


character showing that it is selected. 


at&70 to&SF is usually the editors temporary 


Vou move using the arrow keys. On their 


work variables and not whatever you had 


own, by a single element, and with SHIFT, 


there. 


up and down move by half a page. 


My other gripe concerns screen use, most 


There are two ways to change a value, 


dominate the whole display, and some even 


direct ot hex entry. TAB toggles between 


force you into mode seven. 


them. 




In direct entry mode the hex value Is 


these problems. It consists of a single BASIC . 


highlighted with round brackets. Any key 


assembly language source which can be "5 pressed that doesn't havespecial meaning 


assembled to work at any address. Apart ™ is written into the current location and the 


from the code Itself, no other memory i cursor moved to the nest. 


locations are used, zero page is left B Hex entry has square brackets, changes 


untouched. Also, it operates in the current Jk are made by typing hex characters, 6-9or 



HOWSIT WORK? 

The pmi3a:n itself it run very compliiated, 
the ursLy real thin}; uf nute is :iu» !! avoids 
■._ s: r 1 ^ /;■:■'■■:. i v:o am: ivr.a! :he ir:]?ll<a:!.'''is 

The cot 



Listruotkins and modifies their addresses.' 
other self modification saves a little iin Sp 
requi^iiiunls. KLrilaeingoneof thereferer 
to a variable with an immediate load i 
pointing the others to its addiess field sa 

nil fur the s[x:td iia/eil. ^nitloa 
limitf't 1 immi'diateltrnd isu 

■■ have lint- r^.ijnr ainsL-qji:' 



nodes ts-iiieo 


mT* i« 9 i 






lSBoswrch^lFFEE 


380LDA *9 


14eosne»l=«,FFE7 


390 J Sf> oswc 


150i>sbyte-SFFF4 


400 J SR rendp 


16eosrdct»6FFE0 






420BNE me_loc 


isaon cede* wee 


430: 




440JSR tople 




450-me.loop; 


Z10DEF PROCQSSWlHe 


460 INC height 


2ZBF0R opt5S=4 TO 6 STEP Z 


470J5R osne-I 



EUROPHILE 

Geographical Database from the Public Comaii 



T^urophile is a Geographical Database (or 
jtjthe BBC Micro, produced by GVK. 


^.^Ifc^rW^^B^IfaSliaMIIBM 


It provide, information on 42 European 


^^^^r^*%^^m^Mw * 


countries. Including small countries such 
as San Marino and Mali.;; the ISaltkv'fonucr- 


^diH 


USSP,; and countries on the outskirts of 


■■t5SP^SiEpiJ(«^y^! 


Europe such as Greenland and Turkey. 
Europhile II 100% menu-driven in mode 


l-*rfl%T^3Bi 


0. All information is accessed using the 


l%- i w < f ^L. T*~ - » , Jj^j^j^j^B 


function keys, making operation VEKY 
simple. 


«■ 


Then: are two programs: 

EUROPHILE MAIN PROGRAM 

From the Main Menu, you can select any 


in descending order a: id display, ''^uresfor 

each country, 

COMl'AKISON GRAPH - Presents figures for 


one of the 42 counwies and then switch 


each country on a bar chart. 


between tht- foliowbig data screens: 


All figures and information are of end 


MAPI - Hl-resolution outline map of the 


1992 and are now in need of a bit of a facelift 


seleacd country, with major cities marked. 
GENERAL/ DEMOGRAPHICS - Area, GNP, 


- They should therefore he used ncrciy js a 
guide. Currency and trade figures arejiiven 


Trade, Population, Ma]or Cities, Phone 
CULTURE/TOURISM - Language, Visa, 


in ECU (European Currency Unit). 

Europhile was created on a BBC B with 
OS 1.20 and Acorn DPS, but should!?) run 


Health, Sights, Climate, Currency, Tourists, 


on any Beeb. 


Telex and Ham Kadto. 


If you have any comments or queries 


HISTORY - Lists major event; from country's 


(and a modem!), please send e-mail to GFX 


origin to modern day. 

MAP2 - Plots country on map of Europe. 


on the following bulletin boards: 
Challenger 021 445 3913 (v23 viewdata) 
Darkhaven 0604 413716 (viewdata or 



COMPARISON PROGRAM 1 terminal) 

From the Main Menu, you can select which ™ 

field to sort by (area, GMP, population etc) 1 Furtykile ir, Public. Domain on a •Angle DPS 

and then switch between: Jr SOtnick double-sided disk. II has just been 

IN DATA - Banks the countries Jk. added to the SBS PD-pod (TBl-57). 



OH SOD IT 



SORTING 



Murphy strikes again... 


A BASIC 1 fix... \om---t 


TT.,ving now studied Issue 8 I find 
JTT-Murphy hashad a field day! First and 
most important to tin- is your reference to 
the colour mod for the Master (page 8). You 

tell readers tti fit a .trouf capacitor! In my 
note to you I said fit a 470 picofarad - which 
I spelt out (twice) so as not to cause any rnis- 


T^urther to the reference in the "Oh sod 

program would only work on BBC's with 
BASIC version V, basically Master owners! 
For the Model 'B', something has to be 
altered. I am referring to LINE 100. 
On the Model % it is possible to use "ON x 


unde:staiHimg. FiiTinj; a capacitor that is 
one million times loo la:ge a vain, is unlikely 


GOTO-" or "ON x GOSUB,", but not "ON « 

PBGC...". To get around this problem, we will 


to do any damage (always assuming room 


use a number of lines to replace the tine in 


can be found for it!) but the result will 

probably !iv Mi> video output at all! 

is at fault as anolherB; is needed to complete 


One way of handling the situation Is to 
send the Beeb off to a specific line, based 
on the resulting value of choke. Beeb BASIC 


the VDU command - see page 77 of the Beeb 
User Guide. 

Still on Ihe sorting program, line 100 will 
only work for those with Acorn BASIC V, eg 

Masters, etc. For the Electron and Beeb owneis 


For example, the command GOTO- requires 
that aline number he supplied as the place 
to GOTO. The line nui" hit ca:i be in the form 

sum. providing all of the results are legal and 


using BASIC 1!, "ON.. PROC. " is not allowed. 


apply to an existing line. Using this theory. 


This highlights one of my complaints of 
KEF.IU.IC toivards the end. Some of their listings 


adding live lines to IssS's sort routine should 
solve BASIC ll's shortcomings: 


were in HASICIV with no hint of this in the 
be aware ol the [ad until after they had typed 


100 GOTO (choice- 2 )+103 

108 PROCquit 

The sum in LINE 100 will take on four 


H= lili— 



CLASSIFIEDS 

welcome \ii,c.k' W yon have something to bwy/*eH/*W*tp, It t, 



indudc WcraWw I Ripii,-. Dia 
Dartm. i>:,<top Publishing 
P-™M,ao0^.r,oi-\i,;f.if.p-r,« 



BBC AMX mouse! 



BBC SPARES. Cases. PSIA 



VGC,£l?5ono,wllsplit. 
Td; 0692 6 WOT. 

BBC Micro, dialDSdistdw 
sideways ROMyRAM board 



-,-,',- . *;..:■!■. /'/Core 

Tel: 0623 633J26. .;M.«::..J,fin;i 

BBC B. rise drr*; Sdttsk 

Sideways Ram. Blotter M '09 

printer, ioysbek. £60 

Tel; 02S2 722227 

BBC B, Watford DDFS. twin 



Rf; v -...-,->i-,LMii.c<r.eaeM 
ccndtai iPSOano. 
Tel; 0842 75492 / e.es iNcrfdk; 
BBC Master 1 28. colour monitor, 



dtsr dnv& Brother dasy-wteef 
pnr*3\ VievWore, spell-check 
i1.,!i» ■ ■.:(;■'■ I"' 1 '.. rr-sniMls 

£2S0Tel;0W28l2079 



TA 0344 777000 



of£50+Td;0302B8S7W. 

BBC Ma.ter.diKdiw, twin 



BBC screen details 



TEXT 


GRAPHICS 


«0*32 


320.256 


20«32 


160-256 


•Mk32 


320X256 




160,256 


40x25 




4fl«25 


teletext 



.FJNUH 



Hj "ByteBack " 
-— *■ nnmom 



VIEW - PART 1 



There seems to be two very 
opposite and distinctive 
schools of thought when it comes 
to word processors on the BBC: the 
two main contendors are Inter- 
word and View, each with its own 
Jisiincl differences. 

VIEW is the creation of Acorn 
themselves and was given away with 
each model of BBC from the Master 
onwards, it relies heavily on direct 
commands, with hardly a menu to 
Its name. 

getting stared with view 

Power up your Beeb and pick the 
preferred display mode to work in: 40 
or 80 characters (Mode 7 or 3), and 
enter -aran to access the VltW rom 
fitted in your machine (you do have 
a View rom fitted don't you?!) You 
should tie presented with a few lines 
of text in the comer of the screen: 

To start producing your document, 
you need to type ne* at the View 
prompt (the->); the 'Editing no File' 

wilt change to 'Bytes free ', 

showing the amount of available 
memory in your BBC to fit your letter 
into. 

Pressing Escape at any point takes 
you between the command mode 
(where you are now! and text mode 



(where the letter happens). 

On entering text mode, you 
are faced with View's ruler bar 
wit!: MdJiiiutial information: 



F Indicates formatted text (words 
that won't fit on the present line 
of the document are taken over 
to the start of the next line), J 
Indicated Justified text (spaces 
are added between words on a 
line to make the line stretch fully 
to the right margin, which is 
signified by the <}. The • in the 
top line indicates Tab stop 
positions; _ is the cursor point; 
the row of * at the bottom 
indicates the end of the current 
document From here, It's just a 
case tit typing away to produce 
that masterpiece you want to 
send to Byte Back. 

To save you document as you 



mode by pressing Estops, and 
enter save filename, loading a 
document Is done by load 
filename. Entering 'CAT will allow 
you to check the contents of the 
current disc. 
K'' "E»D filerant m allows a stored 
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filt lo be merged witli tlie document 


They don't print out on your final 






in memory from the position of 

market a (more about Workers In a 


letter but are used to handle the 
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document better. 
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moment). 


There are six markers available 
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(numbered 1-6 predictably), 1 and 






THE FUNCTION KEY STRIP 

Running quickly through .some of 


2 show up in the document as 






Inverse characters (or a square blob 
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the features of VIEW from the 


In Mode 7). Markers 3-6 don't show- 
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function key strip, we find... 


up at all (useful...), but can he found 






insert line - Inserts a blank line 


With the GO TO MARKER (SHIFT f6) 






command. With markers, you can 
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above the line the cursor is on; 


set points in a document that you 




delete line - deletes the line the 


want to jump to, or move/copy 








blocks of the document around. 
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split line - splits the line where 


To .set a marker, move the cursor 
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the cursor is from the point of the 


to the place where you want it, press 


*? 


cursor: the remainder of the line is 


sn marker function key (MK appears 
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carried down to a new line below; 


at the top left of the screen); enter 






join lines (originally 'concatenate 


the number of the marker (1-6), 
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lines' -a good move to rename it, 


To clear markers 1 and 2, press 




g. i 


considering the space considerations 


Esmpe to enter command mode and 
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on a key strip, but that's another 


type clear. Markers 3-6 can't be 
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story...) - this command joins two 


deleted, but can be removed with 
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f, 


lines together. Place the cursor in 
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the upper of the two lines and hit 


(deletes character at cursor posidon). 
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this iiinition key. _ 


Blocks: •■ 
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Delete: 


Using markers I and 2 to surround 


„ 




There are various options here that 


a block of test (insert marker 1 at 
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ic S 


are mostly obvious, except perhaps 


the first character of the block and 


Si 


is ' : 


for:- 


marker 2 at the space after the last), 






DELETE eno of line - deletes the 
character above the cursor and all 


we can do one of the following with 








it p* 


characters to the right of the cursor 


DELETE BLOCK - CTRL ft) will delete 


$ 
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on that line; 


the block of test. 






move BLOCK - move the cursor to the 






character above the cursor and all 


new position of the block and press 


li" 


characters to the right of it on that 


SHIFTS) 


line up to a specified character. 


cop* BLOCK-movettiecursortothe 






Markers: 


new position of the block and press 


€ 


..,_.. ^ 


These little widgets are special char- 


COPY 


acters you insert in your documents. " 


»ntinue« an ns-1 te-rtwre ikeat. 



